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PATENT EXAMINING OPERATIONS 

Confirmation Number: N/A March 25, 2004 

Art Unit: 3637 

Applicant: Richard etal. 

Serial No. 10/772,705 

Filed: February 5, 2004 

Examiner: N/A 

Title: GUTTER CAP HAVING A UNIQUE INTERLOCKING BRACKET 

PETITION TO MAKE SPECIAL 

Honorable Commissioner of Patents and Trademarks 
P.O. Box 1450 

Alexandria, Virginia 22313-1450 

Applicant hereby petitions the Commissioner, through his attorney of record, that 
this application be made special and that the prosecution thereof be expedited as much as 
possible. 

As a basis for the granting of the above petition, the following facts and 
circumstances are set forth. 

STATEMENT UNDER 37 C.F.R. § 1.102 FOR PETITION TO MAKE SPECIAL 

(A) The prospective manufacturer is Gutter Pro USA, a North Carolina company 
headquartered in Hickory, NC. Gutter Pro USA presently has sufficient available capital 
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and facilities to convert aluminum sheeting to guttering in quantity. Gutter Pro USA has 
more than $500,000 in capital. In their plant in Hickory, they have plastic extruding 
equipment for manufacturing a plastic bracket that was disclosed in patent application 
10/253,195 (now allowed), and patent application 29/184,015 (now allowed). Gutter Pro USA 
are converters of aluminum sheeting and roll stock, and can manufacture aluminum 
guttering, caps, downspouts and miscellaneous components for the fabrication of gutters and 
gutter caps. Furthermore they have a network of distributors and sales personnel. It is 
projected that when patent applications 10/253,195 and 29/184,015 issue, that these two patents 
will significantly increase their business, and Gutter Pro USA is forecasting sales of $4 million. 
In addition to these two patent applications, Gutter Pro USA has a US patent application, serial 
number 10/772705 filed on February 5, 2004, that is a unique interlocking aluminum bracket. 

(B) Gutter Pro USA has been contacted by an aluminum a manufacturer that has the 
capability to manufacture the aluminum bracket. The aluminum manufacturer has a 
distribution company that is much larger than Gutter Pro USA's distribution network, and the 
aluminum manufacturer will sell Gutter Pro USA's gutters and brackets, when Gutter Pro USA 
obtains a patent on the unique interlocking aluminum bracket. Using the larger distribution 
network and the new bracket technology that compliments patent applications 1 0/253, 195and 
29/184,015, the sales projections are from about $8 to $50 million. The at least doubling of 
sales is a function of not only higher volumes, but actual growth of the market, as the 
technologies disclosed in these afore mentioned patent applications lower the cost of 
installation. The cost of installation accounts well over half the cost of the installed product. 

(C) The prospective manufacturer. Gutter Pro USA, has obligated itself to 
manufacture the invention, in the United States or its possessions, in quantity immediately 
upon the allowance of claims or issuance of a patent, which will protect the investment of 
capital and facilities. 

(D) The applicant or assignee has made or caused to be made a careful and thorough 
search of the prior art, or has a good knowledge of the pertinent prior art. 
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Applicant has already provided one copy of each of the references deemed most 
closely related to the subject matter encompassed by the claims, and said references are were 
submitted with the application of record. 

Pursuant to 37 C.F.R. 1.17(h) for a PETITION TO MAKE SPECIAL, a fee in the 
amount of $130 is enclosed. 



Respectfully submitted. 



F. Rhett Brockington 
Patent Agent for Applicant(s) 
Registration No. 29,618 
Dougherty, Clements & Hofer 
1901 Roxborough Road, Suite 300 
Charlotte, North Carolina 2821 1 
Telephone: (704) 366-6642 
Facsimile: (704) 366-9744 
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